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1	 Results 

Sylvicola cinctus (Fabricius, 1787)

Only one male of Sylvicola cinctus was caught with 
a net in the Äisgrott at about 30 meters distance 
from the entrance.

The family Anisopodidae is rather cosmo-
politan, occurring in arboreal habitats ranging 
from tropical to cold-temperate climates. Aniso-
podid larvae are terrestrial saprophages living 
in decaying organic matter (Michelsen 1999). 
Some species of Anisopodidae are found in caves 
- Sylvicola annuliferus in Brazil (Pinto-da-Rocha 
1993). Weber (2012) reported about some Anisopo-
didae in German caves, but they are not deter-
mined to species level.

Sylvicola cinctus itself is a widely distributed 
species, found in Europe, North Africa, some 
of the islands in Atlantic Ocean, introduced to 

Hawaiian Islands (Thompson & Rogers 1992), so 
it' s occurrence in Luxembourg could have been 
anticipated. Based on Fauna Europaea; this is a 
new addtition to the fauna of Luxembourg.
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Von 2007 bis 2011 wurden in 82 Höhlen und künstlichen 
Hohlräumen des Großherzogtums Luxemburg Tiere 

gesammelt. Unter rund 90.000 gesammelten Tieren war 
1 Exemplar der Fenstermücke Sylvicola cinctus.

From 2007 to 2011, animals were collected from 82 caves 
in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg. Out of the 90,000 

individuals, 1 specimen of Sylvicola cinctus was found.

Entre 2007 et 2011, 90 000 spécimens d' animaux ont 
été récoltés dans 82 cavités naturelles et artificielles 

du Grand-Duché de Luxembourg, parmi lesquels un 
exemplaire de Sylvicola cinctus.
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Fig. 1: Caves with Sylvicola cinctus 
in Luxembourg.

#

#

#

#

# # # # # #

#

#

#

#

#

#

60

70

80

90

100

110

120

130

140

50 60 70 80 90 100 110

#

 

N

 Sylvicola cinctus

0 10Km



	 Ferrantia • 69 / 2013286	

A. Petrašiūnas, D. Weber	 Wood gnats or window-gnats from caves of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg

2	 Acknowledgments

We thank Jill Yager, Antioch, for checking the 
English. Stefan Zaenker, Fulda, checked the script.

3	 References

Michelsen V. 1999. - Wood gnats of the genus 
Sylvicola (Diptera, Anisopodidae): taxonomic 
status, family assignment, and review of 
nominal species described by J. C. Fabricius. 
Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 142: 69-75. 

Pinto-da-Rocha R. 1993. - Invertebrados Caver-
nícolas da Porção Meridional da Província 
Espeleológica do Vale do Ribeira, Sul do Brasil. 
Revista Brasileira de Zoologia 10 (2): 229-255.

Thompson F. C., Rogers T. 1992. - Sylvicola cinctus 
(Fabricius), the Hawaiian Wood Gnat, with 
Notes on the Family (Diptera: Anisopodidae). 
Proceedings of the Hawaiian Entomological 
Society 31: 47-57.

Weber, D. 2012. - Die Höhlenfauna und -flora 
des Höhlenkatastergebietes Rheinland-Pfalz/
Saarland, 5. Teil. Abhandlungen zur Karst- und 
Höhlenkunde, 36: 2367 S., München.


